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“Ecolamb,	  a	  European	  project	  for	  the	  enhancement	  of	  Sambucano	  lamb	  
passing	  through	  the	  Stura	  valley”	  

	  

In the province of Cuneo, a breed that has long been following this path of enhancement is 
the Sambucana sheep, an example of almost extinct race that became the object, almost 
thirty years ago, of a recovery initiative followed by the then Valle Montana Community 
Stura . This race is still placed today among the strategic development assets of the valley. 
It is also a case that has made European support with precursor to many animal genetic 
protection projects. In a period of crisis in the breeding sector, as it is today, the existence 
of a production chain becomes an opportunity for strengthening, for opportunities for land 
management through various entrepreneurial subjects. This is also thanks to the many 
actions shared by a cohesive Alpine community that pass from the selection of animals to 
the various breeding productions, from the presence of an ecomuseum to different fairs 
and events. 

 

Interesting news is that, to be interested in this breed, for a few months, a European 
project, in the context of international programming Horizon2020, called Ecolamb. The 



project involving the participation of researchers from Spain, Portugal, Germany, Slovenia, 
Turkey and Italy (www.ecolamb.eu) aims at the production of a lamb with characteristics of 
full sustainability of a supply chain focused on the ecological footprint, on the aspects of 
welfare of animals and the nutritional value of lamb meat. The results of these evaluations 
will be used to understand the potential future obstacles that limit the innovative capacity 
and development of the sector at European level and the opportunities that could provide a 
future niche market compared to competitive products of other global markets. 

The first visit of the Italian working group, made up of researchers from the University of 
Turin coordinated by Prof. Mario Baratta, Departments of Veterinary Science and 
Agriculture, working in close collaboration with the various European partners, took place 
on Wednesday 6 December (2017) at the Ecomuseum of Pastoralism of Pontebernardo. 
There were figures of reference for the enhancement of the Sambucana breed: Stefano 
Martini of the Ecomuseum of Pontebernardo, Gloria Degioanni breeder and President of 
the Consorzio Escaroun, Daniele Giordano and Andrea Gastaldi, farmers of Sambucana 
who transfer the animals to summer pastures managed by the Consortium. On these 
pastures, for two years, starting from 2018, experimental activities will be carried out on 
lambs taken at four months of age. Among the various activities are foot print evaluation, 
ecological footprint  evaluation, stress analysis also by the use of eartag with sensors for 
the evaluation of physiological parameters and animal product safety and quality). The 
President of the Mountain Union Valle Stura, Loris Emanuel, also attended the meeting 
and showed great interest in this strategic project for the valorization of the Sambucano 
lamb. As "EcoLamb" will be understood as ecologically healthy and nutritionally superior 
lamb meat, as will be identified by research. The expectations are to improve the 
acceptability of this meat and to promote consumer expectations in terms of animal 
welfare and product quality, encouraging the improvement of competitiveness in Europe. 
The project will produce a series of "best practices" for the sustainable production 
management of livestock supply chains up to commercialization. The multidisciplinary 
approach and the involvement of more actors in the sheep sector of the European Union 
will contribute to increasing the acceptance of lamb meat in future diets. In addition, the 
results will be used by agricultural consultants, groups of farmers and policy makers to 
redesign their advisory approaches and plan new initiatives to make all aspects of the 
European sheep sector more sustainable. 

This initiative will contribute not only to enhancing these products but also to defining their 
sustainability and resilience to the Alpine environment, while presenting the key role of the 
pastor, custodian and maintenance of the historical landscapes of the Piedmont 
mountains, and beyond. With the project will be supported the expectation of return of 
young people to pastoralism, emphasizing the richness and complexity of the concept of 
"mountain breeding" in the programmatic vision of territorial policies, for the social, 
economic, environmental and cultural implications it derive. 


